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                                      I will begin with a brief review of QCD, the theory of the strong interactions, and 
         describe the basic ideas underlying the effective field theory approach to QCD 
                      phenomenology then describe applications of these methods to topical problems in 
          the physics of hadrons containing charmed quarks. These include the production of 
          J/ψ in collider experiments,  elucidating the nature of recently discovered excited 
          charmed strange mesons, the physics of the X(3872), a charmed meson molecule,    
                      and doubly charmed baryons.  


